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We proudly welcomed two new members. They are
Wesleigh Chriss, a YWIH member and Cindy
McBurney, both singing lead.

Our show on November 18 featured a host of Judy
Garland songs and the wonderful quartet, CHICAGO
FIRE. We sang to a full house of over 600 people. In
December we were very busy with Holiday
Performances to spread happiness and cheer.

Then in January we met for retreat in Pismo Beach for
a Friday night, Saturday and Sunday morning of work-
work-work! We sang our little hearts out and felt so
lucky to have Linda Taylor sharpening our skills on
those days. Her knowledge and expertise is amazing
to work under.

In February and March we spent two days with Fred
Bologna, learning some moves and fancy footwork.
Fred is so much fun and has the energy of three
people!

CCCC, now boasts of several quartets from our ranks,
with RIO winning the hearts of many on February 14,
by doing singing Valentines throughout San Luis
Obispo County. RIO consists of Dani Avalos-Prigge,
Diane McGrath, Alisa Zichterman and Karen
Betancourt.

Here's hoping all of you have a great Bakersfield
experience. – Dorothy El-Helou 

Back to Top

 
CHANNELAIRE
www.channelaire.org

It's great to be back in
Bakersfield again. We're
looking forward to all the big
changes this year during
Convention weekend –
several Channelaire members
are on the Regional
Convention Steering
Committee, helping to make
the Convention run smoothly: Carole Sundeen,
Tammy Ragsdale, Debbie Curtis, Pat Vincent, Wini
Sell, Jeanne Cathaway, Bobbette Gantz, and Linda
Ragsdale.

We are especially looking forward to see all the
choruses perform. Best of luck to everyone competing
this weekend. Special good wishes to our quartets:
Pipe Dreams, Sky High, Extra! Extra!, Cheers!,
Sweet Synergy, Joyful Noise, and Sound Solution.
And to our sister chorus, SOUTH VALLEY SOUND,
with many CHANNELAIRE dual members!

After taking a much-needed holiday break, we came
back in January with high-energy rehearsals and lots
of terrific coaching from Betty Clipman, Marcia
Pinvidic, and Erin Howden. Thanks also to our local
friend, Lori DeHoog, for keeping our choreo. team
armed with the best tools!

Singing Valentines were again the highlight of
February, with quartets delivering 100 valentines all
over Ventura County. Our Sneak Preview show on
March 10 gave us all a chance to shake out the
nerves and test our contest packages on an
appreciative audience.

Have you heard that CHANNELAIRE is going to
Japan in May? Our entourage includes 65 singers and
many guests for a total of nearly 120 travelers! Judy
Ashmore has been mentoring a few new choruses in
Japan, and now we're going there to perform! And
we're learning two songs in Japanese to sing with

surging forward. Not only have we continued to add
new songs to our repertoire, but we are doing more
community sing-outs, increasing our membership and
gearing up to give Bakersfield everything we've got in
March! And we welcome our newest member,
Kathleen Malpede.

In November, we put together two double quartets,
aptly named DOUBLE STANDARD and DOUBLE
TROUBLE. We had nearly 100% attendance from our
active members who stayed for the seminars on
Saturday. We are taking advantage of every
opportunity to learn and grow as a chorus.

The holidays brought many opportunities to carol for
the community and our name is becoming better
known. We presented our Annual Show, "Americana",
in January in a cemetery. Yes, we sang at Forest
Lawn in the Hall of Liberty and the house was pretty
packed. By all accounts, we knocked ‘em dead (no
pun intended)! We were delighted to have SWEET
SYNERGY and READY, WILLING AND MABEL as
our guest quartets and we complemented the show
with a killer silent auction!

In February, we all gathered at a hotel in Simi Valley
for our annual retreat where all we do is sing, sing,
and sing. Well, and eat. And laugh a lot. But mostly
sing. We were blessed to have Laura Pallas coach us
on Saturday. Just when you think you've learned it all,
you learn you haven't.

RIVEROAKS is moving ahead like a tidal wave and
we look forward to seeing everyone in Bakersfield! –
Kathy Theodore

Back to Top

 
SANTA MONICA
www.santamonicachorus.com

Don't myth this
year's Summer
Sizzler, "Calling All
Goddesses", on
August 17-19 hosted
by us, the SANTA
MONICA CHORUS .
Take part in a classic weekend of song, studies,
drama and celebration and get in touch with your own
inner goddess. Listen and learn as Queens of
Harmony, THE BUZZ, sing for you! Take classes from
Sweet Adelines stars! And see our Laura Pallas as
Queen Dido, Jonni Anderson as evil Madam Ruth
and SANTA MONICA CHORUS  as a classic (?)
Greek Chorus when we perform "Love Potion #9 –A
Tragic Greek Comedy". We promise you it will be an
enCHANTing weekend!

Our chorus had a great start to 2007. We welcomed
two new members: Amanda Streit and Kathy Ball.
We learned the whys and wherefores of riser
placement in one truly educational rehearsal with
Judy Ashmore. Erin Howden whisked her magic
choreo wand over us to give our contest package style
and pizzazz! We had a fantastic Malibu retreat with
our incredible coach, Lori Lyford. We welcomed
wonderful Alan Gordon for our final coaching session
before contest. And now, here we are in Bakersfield!

Good luck to our competing sister choruses and
quartets, especially to our very own SERIOUS
TREBLE, OOH LA LA and SWEET SYNERGY. Just
being here, seeing old friends, meeting new ones and
joining together in song makes each and every one of
us winners! – Patti Nugent

Back to Top
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we're learning two songs in Japanese to sing with
them! We can't wait! – Debbie Curtis

Back to Top

 
GOLDEN SANDS
www.goldensandschorus.org

Once again,
GOLDEN SANDS
has had a very
productive and fun
season. We held our
annual show in
September,
entertaining our audience with the Sounds of Summer
in the park. Soon the Christmas season was upon us,
and we performed at seven different venues during a
two-week period! One of those venues was the
Aquarium of the Pacific, where we sold tickets to a
screening of the movie American Fusion. Prior to the
movie, we sang a few of our favorites, and afterward
held a Q and A with the film's director. It was very fun
and very profitable!

GOLDEN SANDS is delighted to officially welcome
three new members to our chorus: Margaret Brewer
(bass), Lillian Zellmer (bass) and Susan Delude
(lead). Margaret brings to us wonderful new
fundraising ideas, such as the Aquarium gig. You will
see Susan dancing in the front row at contest
(something she considers to be a "terrible honor"!),
and we will be dressed in costumes made by Lillian's
company!!!

On August 4, GOLDEN SANDS will be hosting an all-
day Quartet Matching event! Monica Tautkus will
again be our guest coach. Stay tuned for more details.
If you want to be in a quartet, come on down!

As with all other competing choruses, we have spent
a busy winter and spring preparing our contest
package for this weekend, and want to thank all our
fabulous coaches, including Pam Pieson and Gerry
Papageorge, who were our retreat coaches; Jeff
Baker, Monica Tautkus, Laura Pallas, and Chris
Robertson. We are very blessed to have such a
distinguished roster of coaches who take time out of
their busy schedules to help us improve our sound.
And a very special thank you goes to our fabulous
Diva Director, Choreographer extraordinaire, and new
Certified International Faculty Member, Lynne Smith,
for her dedication and devotion to GOLDEN SANDS. 

GOLDEN SANDS wishes all the quartet and chorus
contestants the best of luck as we compete this
weekend, with special hugs and well-wishes to our
own GOLDEN SANDS quartet, a.k.a. We also wish
our special Kat Shaver good luck as she competes
with her quartet, PORTFOLIO, in the Region 21
contest. – Barbara Hennessy
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HARMONY SHOWCASE

HARMONY
SHOWCASE
CHORUS  is all
psyched up for
competition this year.
We've been working
hard on package with
our fantastic new director, Kira Wagner. We've
learned so much from her in her three
months with us. She has proved herself so very
knowledgeable and motivational in a non-
confrontational way. Quite a trick!

 
SOUTH VALLEY SOUND
www.sweetadeline.org

SOUTH VALLEY SOUND has
had a oo-WONDERFUL year!
For the first time in our history
we are competing as a mid-
size chorus. We are also
celebrating our 6th year with
our fabulous co-directors,
Mary Ashford and Lee Hays.

Last August, we test flew a pilot program called "Shop
'N Sing". The goal was to simply shop, sing and spend
the day together. Since then, we've had two more
Shop ‘N Sings, and since August, we have had eleven
new members join our chorus! We are very excited to
welcome: Helen Gleason, Terri Schreiner, Brenda
Garnas, Valerie Steinfeld, and Earlene Smith
(leads); Teena Manticos Spizzirri and Trish Mooring
(tenors); Judy Pitt, Jan Smith, and Martha
Rasmussen (baris), and Peggy Derleth (bass). We
are proud to have dual members from five choruses,
including VERDUGO HILLS, VOICES UNLIMITED,
TRI CITY SOUND, CALIFORNIA HEARTLAND and
CHANNELAIRE! 

Sweet Adelines and SOUTH VALLEY SOUND were
featured in a full-page color layout in last month's
edition of the Bakersfield Magazine. We have yet
another exciting Valentines season in which we sold
and delivered over 110 singing Valentines! 

Thank you to our marvelous coaches, Patty Cobb
and her fiddle playing husband, Jeff "for-oo-wuh"
Baker, Marcia Pinvidic, Jim Arns, Dawn
Castiglione and Marie Hampton. We are looking
forward to seeing all you at competition and wish
good luck to all the competitors, especially to our own
competing quartets, SKY HIGH and SOUND
SOLUTION. To SHIMMER! – our very own 15th
Internationally-ranked quartet - may you have a blast
as this year's mic testers! 

Back to Top

 
TRI CITY SOUND

Another Christmas Season has
come and gone...and before
we had a chance to catch our
collective breath, we prepared
for and completed our second
annual Singing Valentine
program. We then provided St.
Patrick's Day entertainment for the Santa Maria
Knights of Columbus fundraiser for Catholic Charities.

All this while preppin' for competition. Speaking of
which, our chorus is grateful for the coaching support
we have received from Dani Avalos-Prigge. In
addition to working with all of us, she provided an
evening of individual section coaching for our leads.
Diane McGrath, a knowlegeable and skillful bass also
with CENTRAL COAST CELEBRATION CHORUS ,
gave our bass section a wonderful afternoon of
coaching. Many thanks to these generous women for
their support. Our chorus, with 20 singers on the
competition risers, is comprised of 10 first- timers to
the competition stage! TRI CITY SOUND wishes our
10 new singers and all competitors a happy and
successful weekend. Last but certainly not least, we
welcome our newest member, Karolyn Addington. 

Back to Top
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confrontational way. Quite a trick!

In January we held an all day coaching session with
Judy Ashmore, always so very educational – and
fun!

The new format for the Show of Champions sounds
like a winner. We're looking forward to it.

We wish all of our fellow competitors good luck this
weekend. We know you've all worked hard. Also,
congratulations again to Missy Pearce and
SHIMMER! who you'll be hearing as mike testers
Friday to open the quartet competition. Don't miss
them! – Ann Layton 

Back to Top

 
HARMONY VALLEY
www.harmonyvalleychorus.org

We send greetings and best wishes for success and
fun to all competitors! We will be rooting for all of you
from the audience.

As usual we stay very busy with performances and
community activities. On December 3, we sang for our
Historic Courthouse Open House and the following
weekend had an entry in the Downtown Christmas
parade and sang for the lighting of the city Christmas
tree. Another highlight in December was our traditional
ornament exchange and potluck - it was fun to have
members of the UCMerced choral group join us for the
evening. Community service continues to be an
important part of our chorus life.

On March 31, we will be part of a "Celebrating Music
in Merced" concert at the recently renovated Merced
Theater, a historic landmark in our downtown. It is an
honor to be included in this event along with other
prominent local musicians.

Starting April  18, we will conduct a 6-week vocal
health class for the Merced County Arts council. We
hope this trial project will be successful for the Arts
Center and for us as a marketing effort.

Then starting June 5, for the 11-week summer
session, we will become a Merced College Community
Services class that will be listed as "Choral Dynamics -
A Cappella Harmony Chorus. Through marketing of
the class by Merced College we expect to reach a
greater number of women singers and thus attract
new members.

This Spring, we will again offer vocal scholarships to
local high school girls using money in our "JoAnne
Ingels Legacy Fund." – Nancy Weidenmiller

Back to Top

 
HIGH SIERRA

It has been a
wonderful
experience
working with
Nancy Coufal,
and getting to
know her in her new role as director. We got through
the holidays with many sing-outs for Care Centers,
church luncheons, etc., and loved every minute of it!

Last October, Monica Tautkus and Mary Ashford
visited for some great coaching prior to our hostessing
at Fall Festival. We had a great time doing that! Then
Mary came back for our retreat in February and
worked her magic by making some positive changes.

 
VERDUGO HILLS
www.verdugoshowtimechorus.org

Hey, these cowgirls ain't
sittin' ‘round chewing
milkweeds. So, let's
start with this...
CONGRATULATIONS,
Gerry Papageorge,
baritone of the 2006
International Sixth Place Quartet, XTREME!

And a Yee Haw! goes to our double quartet, RUSHIN'
IT. Those 2nd place regional winners included
Melinda Dean, Susan Huntzinger, Patti Loitz, Gerry
Papageorge, Sue Peacock, Donna Puglisi, Carol
Stromsoe, and Jeannie Vercillo.

And we haven't been spendin' time cuttin' down
Christmas trees! Naw, we were too busy with holiday
performances which included the American Legion in
Pacific Palisades, the Castaways Restaurant, Holiday
singing cards, and of course, our Holiday Show which
included guests Rita Almaguer, Barbara Brunasso,
Maryann Brunasso, Denise Delgado, Anh Lottman,
Sally Marston, Elwia Miro, Pam Risinger, Sunshine
Marie Smith, Susan Smith and a children's choir
under the direction of Jackie Palmquist.

And writin'? The Pitch Pipe recently published articles
by Jo Shannon, "Learning Tapes", and by Carolyn
Westelaken, "A Cappella Scholarship Festival."

Cowgirl Mary Dakan has been arm-wrestling us for
our autobiographies. Seems she's in the habit of takin'
those sheriff files and posting them in our newsletter
during our birthday month. Good thing she's not askin'
fer a reward!

The latest new cowgirls to join us in our bunkhouse
are Deidre Cardello, Catherine Peters, Sunshine
Marie Smith and Susan Smith.

A special day in January was spent with coach, Lynne
Smith, whose main focus was on character
development... so from now until  contest, please refer
to this cowgirl as "Ms. Kitty"! – Jo Shannon 

Back to Top

 
VOICES UNLIMITED

Life in VOICES UNLIMITED
is more exciting than ever!
We've had a whirlwind of
coaches through these past
few months. Jim Arns made
us dizzy with his high-energy
coaching session and we enjoyed quite a few
climactic moments with Carole Kirkpatrick. Beth
Smith got our chords a ringin' and Renee Porzel...
well what can we say about Renee? She got us
dancing like there's no tomorrow, and lovin' every
minute of it!

In December we shared a beautiful Christmas show
with our local BHS chapter, the GOLD NOTE
CHORUS . We were proud to perform the National
Anthem, dressed in pink for a special 'Breast Cancer
Awareness Night' for the Fresno Falcons Hockey
game. On February 14, VOICES once again joined
with the GOLD NOTE CHORUS  and our sister chorus,
CALIFORNIA HEARTLAND, as we spread harmony
throughout the community with Singing Valentines.

Over the past year we've welcomed two new
members to our risers, Sylvia Baggs and Amy
Hernandez. Both ladies are seasoned
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worked her magic by making some positive changes.

In February, we had two quartets (ALPENGLOW was
one) delivering Singing Valentines. It is so much fun,
with all that love flowing around!

We welcome new member, Sara Lokan, an awesome
baritone, to the risers. She travels all the way from
Mammoth, bringing a great voice and a great attitude.
She will be a first-timer, as Nancy will also be a first-
timer in her new role on competition stage. 

We really look forward to this weekend. The best of
luck to everyone on the competition stage this year -
let the divas shine! – Katherine Little 

Back to Top

Hernandez. Both ladies are seasoned
barbershoppers and their experience and love for
singing have been a wonderful addition to our chorus.
Sadly, VOICES lost a dear friend, Judy Saye, in
2006, but Judy's spirit and the joy she had for this
hobby will be with us this weekend and forevermore.

VOICES has a busy coaching schedule ahead as we
gear up to represent Region 11 in San Antonio in July
and we can't wait! All our best to everyone competing
this weekend, especially our very own TAYLOR
MADE! 

Back to Top
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CURTAIN CALL
Penny Parisi • Laura Smith • Jan Steese • Jackie
Wheatley

HAPPENSTANCE competed at the Novice
competition last August and placed a very respectable
3rd place. We had so much fun that we decided to
keep the foursome together but we weren't thrilled
with the name. After weeks (or was it months) of
searching book titles, billboards, race horse names
(you'd be surprised how many registered quartets are
named after race horses), catalogs and magazines we
finally took a vote and chose CURTAIN CALL. We are
all proud members of the VERDUGO HILLS
SHOWTIME CHORUS  and are looking forward to our
first regional competition with 6 members on stage.
Our lead, Laura, is expecting twins in June.

We've had some wonderful coaching from our very
own Gerry Papageorge, Dede Nibler and Lynne
Smith. We performed on the VHSC Christmas Show,
as well as for the City of Burbank and a fundraiser for
the Pasadena Symphony.

We appreciate the love and support we have received
from our wonderful VERDUGO HILLS sisters. Best
wishes to all the competitors this weekend.

Back to Top

 
SKY HIGH
Diane Rothberg • Lee Hays • Kathy Laderman
Wright • Sandy Gilson

Greetings Region 11! SKY HIGH is flying high with
excitement as we head for competition this year.
Preparing for contest has been a challenge: with our
new baritone we represent two different regions, three
different choruses, and live about 90 miles apart. We
don't enjoy the drive to rehearsal but we sure enjoy
singing together!

Speaking of the pure enjoyment of singing, we had a

 REUNION
Marilyn McCandless • Judi Crowley • Suzi
Zukowski • Kris Lundquist

It's not every day you get to meet a true Hawaiian
Star! During our quartet retreat at the Marriott Kauai
Waiohae Beach Resort, we were privileged to meet
and sing with Troy Lazaro, who had just been named
"2006 Hawaii Star Champion Singer" (their version of
"American Idol").

Troy works at the resort, and asked us to perform for
him and assembled guests. It was a wonderful
experience. Most memorable was when we were
concluding our visit to the island and Troy sang "Aloha
Oe" to us. We know we'll be back, and we know we're
steadfast fans of this wonderfully talented singer.

Back to Top

 
SIERRA SOUND
Dianne Tuttle • Cheryl Borthick • Francine Stirling 
• Debby Fieber

What an honor it is to represent the KERN VALLEY
Sweet Adelines in the upcoming contest. We are so
blessed to be supported by these wonderful ladies.
Our "Christmas in Kernville" song, arranged by Dede
Nibler, and recorded in the composers studio in LA,
was a sell-out here in the Kern River Valley. Not
knowing how folks would feel about purchasing ONE
song on a CD, we printed 200 and sold out. WOW! So
now, Kernville, along with New York, Chicago, San
Francisco, has it's own song, thanks to Butch Dubarri
and Ed Sanders, who composed the song. 

Singing Valentines this year was a breeze, cause in
the past we've been the only quartet to deliver them
for Kern Valley. Nearly 80 last year and all on
Valentines Day. This year we have been blessed in
the chorus with another quartet who helped us deliver
our beautiful gifts in song. We sang to a mother,

 



03/20/2007 08:19 AMNews@11 Online!

Page 2 of 4http://www.macoriginal.com/sng102/quartet.html

 

Speaking of the pure enjoyment of singing, we had a
great time at our first public performance together at
the HARBORLITES CHORUS  "Diva Day" Young
Women in Harmony Festival. We were featured on the
evening show at the end of the day-long festival. What
a thrill  to be on stage with 300 high school singers,
enjoying a day of learning barbershop harmony.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our
choruses, CHANNELAIRE, SOUTH VALLEY SOUND,
and HARBORLITES for their love and support. We
couldn't do it without our coaches: the magnificent
Lynne Smith (who can slut up our hair up any time
she wants), and our "Teeny-Weenie Queenie" Judy
Gordon with her golden ear. And we can't forget Pam
Pieson and Gerry Papageorge who helped us with
our placement, standing and vocals!

Best of luck and "Break a lip!" to all the competing
choruses and quartets, especially our "sister" quartets;
a.k.a, CHEERS!, EXTRA! EXTRA!, JOYFUL NOISE,
PIPE DREAMS, SOUND SOLUTION, SWEET
SYNERGY and mic-testers, SHIMMER!

Back to Top

 
TAYLOR MADE
Erin Lunn • Karen Fish • Kristi Bispo • Wendy
O'Connor

Wow, weren't we all just in Vegas watching
CHANNELAIRE, SHIMMER! and XTREME rock the
house? TM's had fun hanging at Region 12 AND
Region 11 events - loved our coaching with Charla
Esser and Peggy Gram of RUMORS and always
have a blast with buddy/coach, Carole Kirkpatrick.
Beth Smith keep us 'puffy' and we were thrilled to
spend some 'face' time with Renee Porzel! TAYLOR
MADE also owes a heartfelt thanks to our 'in house'
showmanship coach, Linda Wong, and our wonderful
choruses for their loving support to us – we love you
lots.

Our little 1 lb. 2 oz miracle baby (and namesake)
Taylor, is really growing up! She's scooting around
getting into everything she can reach, just like any
almost two year old. Taylor's Grandma, Karen, got
sidelined with a hysterectomy in January and thanks
her Mom, husband Lonnie and kids Michelle, Gregory
and Kristi for helping. Wendy's been busy with sons
Brendan (16) and Pearse (15) who are both active in
the award winning El Diamante High School band and
Erin manages to fill her 'extra' time riding snowmobiles
with hubby Greg, then writing about it as editor of
SnowTracks magazine. Kristi never slows down
managing to move into a new home and sing in a
YWIH quartet this year, in addition to serving on the
Voices team, training her mustangs Chance and
Shenendoah, and being wife to Tom and mommy to
little Taylor.

TAYLOR MADE hopes everyone who takes the stage
this weekend has an absolute blast!

Back to Top

 
OOH LA LA

our beautiful gifts in song. We sang to a mother,
whose son, Nick Gordon, was leaving for Iraq 20
minutes after we sang. What an honor that was. And
then the husband who left that morning in the dog
house. Boy!!! Did he get out quick! Last year we sang
to a woman who had just lost her husband, the
valentine a gift from friends. Lots of tears. This year, a
song delivered from a secret admirer. Tears of JOY! It
truly is a joy to deliver those romantic songs.

We'd like to thank Lynne Smith, Laura Pallas and
Peggy Hels who have helped us each become better
singers. What a great time we had with each one
offering different ideas to help us perfect this
wonderful craft known as barbershop. We wish all
competitors the best.

Back to Top

 
SERIOUS TREBLE
Melissa Hockenberger • Shelly Wilner • Debra
Hockenberger • Jeannie Vercillo

What a roller coaster ride this year has been. Jeannie
had open-heart surgery, Debra had some health
issues, and Shelly is pregnant. We thought of
changing our name to Serious Tribulations, but. . .too
long. During Jeannie's recovery, we cancelled all
holiday gigs, except two, when we found subs: We
sang with our former bass, Marde Snedeker, for one,
and with OOH LA LA's bass, Judy Hatch, for the
other. It was a ton of fun, and we really thank them for
supporting us. Jeannie has been amazing through this
whole process. She was barely able to sing two songs
in mid-December, and now she's jumping back onto
the contest stage. Do the words "energizer bunny"
mean anything to you?

Despite the health challenges, we feel that we've really
grown musically, thanks to our coaches: Erin
Howden, Kim Hulbert, Alan Gordon, Lori Lyford,
Laura Pallas, and Beth Smith. We've been invited to
participate in the Torrance Invitational Song Festival
along with the Torrance Civic Chorale and Hollywood
Master Chorale. We hope you'll come to the show on
Saturday, April  14 at James R. Armstrong Theatre in
Torrance (310-781-7171). We'll have flyers! 

Best wishes to all competing quartets, and love to our
sister quartets: BRISTOL FASHION, CURTAIN CALL,
PIPE DREAMS, WILDFIRE, OOH LA LA, and YWIH
Regional Champs, SWEET SYNERGY. How
awesome to share the stage with you! Finally, thanks
to our choruses, friends, and families for your constant
support.

Back to Top

 
SHIMMER!
Patty Cobb Baker • Missy Pearce • Judy
Ashmore • Mary Ashford
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Barbara Adams • Mikal Sandoval • Jonni
Anderson • Judy Hatch

This season's article features our bass, Judy. She
recently reached a milestone. Let's just say she's the
same age as Tom Hanks and Martina Navratilova,
25 years younger than Barbara Walters, and 25
years older than Britney Spears. 100 people
gathered to help her celebrate this event last
November where there was food, drinks, a program
and dancing to cap off the evening. The program/roast
featured many of Judy's siblings, plus a special song
written by her brother, Tony, and performed by OOH
LA LA with him singing bass. Partygoers were singing
praises for weeks! Since the other girls cheated on
Judy with her brother, she responded in kind with
SERIOUS TREBLE for a singing holiday evening of
fun.

Quartet coaching with Laura Pallas is always a joy,
and we're learning Italian!

OOH LA LA wishes great success to all the
competitors out there this weekend. And you might
want to give condolences to the "old" broad.

Whatever Lola wants!!

Stay tuned for next season's spotlight on Jonni. Same
La La time, same La La channel.

Back to Top

 
PIPE DREAMS
Stacey Conchelos • Debbie Curtis • Monica
Tautkus • Dianne Aldrich

We're excited to be competing together this year for
the very first time. Despite a string of illness, we loved
working with PB&J twice in recent months – Jeff and
Patty Cobb Baker, and then coaching with our
favorite showmanship diva, Lynne Smith.

Since first getting together at the end of October,
we've been having a great time getting to know each
other. Debbie, Dianne and Monica sang together for
four years in SHOW STOPPERS, so Stacey's been
the one trying to learn all our quirks! She's delightful
and hilarious – and she's the quartet "caterer", making
goodies for us for every rehearsal at her house . . .
brownies, chocolate chip cookies, latkes, sandwiches .
. . YUM! And thanks to Mark, Tony and Andy, the men
in Stacey's home, for putting up with lots of
barbershop and laughter.

SHIMMER! is thrilled and honored to be this year's
mic testers. After 15 years of competing, we are very
happy to enjoy the Quartet Contest from our seats in
the audience. 

With the close of this year's busy holiday season, we
were back in the coaching saddle again. We kicked off
2007 in Queenly style with Sandy Robinson Marron.
We then hit the trail for Lynne Smith and circled back
to boot scootin' Jeff "for-oo-wuh" Baker.

Our special thanks to the terrific choruses we proudly
represent - CHANNELAIRE, HARMONY
SHOWCASE, SOUTH VALLEY SOUND and
HARBORLITES. 

We would also like to recognize the Winners' Circle for
all that they do over competition weekend, including
the Thursday night quartet reception hosted by
SHIMMER!, the Friday night champagne celebration
reception for the Top 5 quartet medalists, and the
flowers for the quartet champions. 

Thank you, CELEBRITY CITY, for hosting this year's
Harmony Roundup regional weekend. Yee haw and
happy trails to all competing quartets and choruses!
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WILDFIRE
Patti Goin • Mary Jo Wheeler • Delia Price • Jan
Sloan

WILDFIRE is pleased to introduce our new baritone,
Delia Price! Delia's a dual member with VERDUGO
HILLS and CELEBRITY CITY (and on CELEBRITY
CITY's front row). She's been learning music like
crazy, while getting approvals for major renovations to
her house in California, moving to Las Vegas, and
planning her wedding to Bill Lusk. Whew!

We all had a busy holiday season, with lots of
performances. Caroling at Opportunity Village, a
holiday event to support a local charity, was a definite
highlight.

We're staying in touch with the Russian quartet, LADY
MIX, by exchanging e-mails and MP3 greetings for
special occasions.

We've enjoyed coaching with our own Jim Halvorson,
Lynne Smith, and Gerry Papageorge. WILDFIRE
wishes everyone their best performance this weekend,
and we look forward to seeing old friends and making
new friends!
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barbershop and laughter.

We so appreciate the support of our choruses:
CHANNELAIRE, HARBORLITES, HIGH SIERRA, and
VERDUGO HILLS. We loved performing on pre-
contest shows for both CHANNELAIRE and
VERDUGO, and at the Quartet Dress Rehearsal Night
at HARBORLITES.

We look forward to performing for you this weekend.
Good luck to all our sister quartets in Region 11 and
in Region 21 (next weekend)!
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